
Childrens House 

Newsletter 

Hello to all of our families, and we 

warmly welcome all new children joining 

us this term.  

 

It was sad to say goodbye and see our 

bigger children leave for school at the 

end of last term, but lovely to see how 

much they have grown and developed in 

their time with us. The leavers’ party 

was a great success and we wish all of 

our children who are starting school the 

very best of luck for fun times ahead. 

Thank you for all the lovely cards and 

gifts we received. 

Welcome! 

Autumn Term  

2017 

Over the summer break we’ve painted the outside of the nursery and we hope 

you like the new Gruffalo story board signs to keep our children happy while 

they line up. We also have a new world map on the wall in the sensorial room. 
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We thought you might like to see how we kept our cool in the exceptionally hot weather early on in the summer 

term. Ice lollies and paddling pools were the order of the day, and a shady tepee in the garden made an excel-

lent reading corner. Our play house transformed into a brilliant airplane to jet us off on our holidays!  

We can still get some quite strong sunshine in Septem-

ber so please make sure your child has a named sunhat 

available in nursery for outdoor play. 

Phew what a scorcher! 

Last term’s activities... 



 

"A gruffalo? What's a gruffalo?" 

"A gruffalo! Why, didn't you know? He has terrible tusks, and terrible 

claws, and terrible teeth 

in his terrible jaws." 

We had a gruffalo hunt 

in the woods! Our teach-

ers made this so much 

fun and a special thank 

you to Stacey who was an 

amazing gruffalo! 

Our favourite book characters 
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The Gruffalo 

We dressed up as some of our favourite book characters... 



We made some fabulous pieces 

of artwork and we love face 

painting! 

This tied in very well with our 

butterfly life cycles project as 

we actually got to see some real 

caterpillars turning into butter-

flies in the nursery. We looked 

at them with our magnifying 

glasses to see the caterpillars 

slowly changing into butterflies. 

We released the butterflies 

into the school grounds with our teachers and watched them fly away to 

start their life cycle all over again. 

We now have a Very Hungry Caterpillar butterfly life cycle sign in the nature area in our garden.  
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The Very Hungry Caterpillar 



 

We were all really good at 

balancing baskets of fruit 

on our heads just like 

Handa the African girl 

who carries delicious fruit 

on her head for her 

friend. 

 

 

Handa’s Surprise 

A big thank you to our teachers who made so much effort with their costumes, and to our parents who helped 

our children to look so great! 
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As part of National Schools Sports Week some 

of our children took part in a mini sports day with 

races organised for us by Blast Sports. We had 

great fun and everyone received a certificate and 

winner’s medal for taking part. Thank you to Coach Scott and Coach Natalie for arranging this for us. 
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Sports Day 

Planting & Growing 
The sunshine helped us with some great 

planting activities. We water our plants and 

watch them grow. We also learn about all 

the different insects that visit our garden 

and help to pollinate our plants. It’s fun to 

eat fruit and vegetables that we grow our-

selves. 

We even have fairies in our garden! 



Ranger Heather presented a 

fascinating workshop on the 

Rainforest. We learnt about 

the creatures that live there, 

the difficult habitat and how 

the animals adapt to life in 

the steamy, wet forest. We 

wriggled like millipedes and 

slithered like snakes! 

 

House of Maths 

Zoolab Visit 
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Barney, the House of Maths presenter says that Children’s House children rock at maths! We love his specially 

designed shows that bring the fun of counting, shapes and patterns to our children. Barney now has 3 unique 

workshops that he has developed in conjunction with us to capture our children’s interest and love of numbers 

at a very early age. 
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New Additions 
 

 

 

The addition of two spotty arm-

chairs in the reading corner is per-

fect for cosy conversations with 

your friends! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone loves our new 

climbing dome! 

Parent’s Survey Results 
Thanks to all our parents who com-

pleted our parent satisfaction sur-

vey.  

Overall, you rated us an average 

score of 4.65 out of 5.  

We were particularly pleased that 

when asked "How happy is your 

child whilst at Childrens House?" 

you rated us at 4.91 out of 5. 

"How do you rate the quality of 

education and care at Childrens 

House?" gave us a 4.88. 



This term our main project is going to be ‘Music’. The children democratically voted for what their project 

should be, and we will be incorporating lots of different aspects of music. We will be looking at different in-

struments from around the world, their music, dance and songs. Please do talk to us if you have any ideas for 

our project or would like to get involved. Musicians, singers and dancers would be met with great enthusiasm 

by our young audience. 
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Projects for the Autumn term... 

Music 

Autumn Festivals 

We’ll also be learning about some Autumnal festivals such as Diwali – the Hindu Festival of Lights, and also 

Harvest Time. Christmas is of course at the end of term and we will write to you nearer the time to tell you 

about all the fun festive activities that are planned for the children including our Carol Concert and children’s 

Christmas party.  



Funding Information 
Information for parents on all types of Government funding can now be 

found on the Childcare Choices website. Please ask in the nursery if you want 

more information on how funding can assist with the cost of your fees. We 

are now registered to accept fee payment via the Government’s new Tax 

Free Childcare system. 

www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 

 

We thought that our parents should be made aware of the difficulties some nurseries across the country are facing 

with ever increasing overheads, insufficient funding rates and loss of funding for staff training. To address the 

problem of the many closures of nurseries, local government have set up ‘Business Advisors’ to help struggling nurs-

eries to become more inventive to remain sustainable. These are some of their suggestions reported by nurseries to 

Nursery World Magazine: 

 

 Asking the staff to work voluntarily for a term until ‘things improve’. 

 Asking a volunteer to do the admin or asking the manager to do it in her own time unpaid 

 Not paying for cleaning and getting the staff to do it when the nursery is open 

 Operating at absolute minimum legal staff : child ratios 

 Paying all staff the same amount regardless of qualifications, experience or responsibility of their role 

 Not paying for staff tea and coffee 

 Staff offering a takeaway meal or ironing service to parents 

We’d like to reassure our parents that we will be doing none of the above, as our highly skilled and qualified teach-

ers deserve to be properly rewarded for the amazing care and education they provide for our children. The addi-

tional service charges that you pay ensure that we are able to properly recognise the responsibility and dedication 

required for their roles. 
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Is my child too ill to come to nursery? 
We have come across a useful resource from the N.H.S. Which lists common illnesses and gives sound advice on how 

to treat them and whether your child should stay away from nursery or school. We will put  this link on our website 

for your future reference.  

 

http://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/parents-and-carers/should-your-child-go-school-today/ 

 

Of course our staff have considerable knowledge and experience of childhood ailments and are more than happy to 

offer advice. 

http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
http://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/parents-and-carers/should-your-child-go-school-today/


If your personal details change at all do make sure the 

nursery has your current information. This also applies to 

your emergency contacts. These are kept at the nursery 

so please do ask to see them from time to time to check 

they are current. 

 

Always let us know if the usual person will not be collecting your child. In line with our Safeguarding Policy we 

will not allow your child to be collected by anyone unknown to us or without prior arrangement. 

 

Term dates for the current and next academic years are available on our website: Childrens House Hours, Fees & 

Holidays 

Please remember... 
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And finally........ 

Please feel free to talk to us about anything at all that’s likely to 

affect your child’s development. You can make an appointment to 

see your child’s key worker at any time. 

 

I’d like to say a personal thank you to our brilliant team of teach-

ers who have, as ever, worked extremely hard over the last aca-

demic year. We are committed to providing an outstanding service 

to our families and are looking forward to the term ahead with 

some exciting Autumnal activities for our children! 

 

Catherine 

http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays/
http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays/

